
Saturday, April 25, 2026 | One Seneca Tower, Buffalo, New York

the Next Generation of
WNY Entrepreneurs and Business Professionals
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Welcome to the 2026 Empower716 Young Entrepreneurs of Color Awards.

This year’s theme, Fueling Bold Beginnings,

The Empower716 Young Entrepreneurs of Color Initiative

Rob Lowery

Welcome Message

Robert Lowery,
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Saturday, April 25, 2026

12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

10:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

11:10 a.m. – 11:40 a.m.

Networking, Youth and Young Adult Pop-Up Showcase, Food, 
Refreshments, and Live Music by The A-Team

Musical Selection by Anita Fraiser

Legend
Donald Pettaway III, Young Entrepreneurs of Color 2025 Dennis Wilson Jr. 

Entrepreneurial Spirit Award Recipient and Founder of Lawn Barber Lawn Care & Landscape
Sponsor Acknowledgment

York State Senator Jeremy J. Zellner, New York State Assembly Majority Leader Crystal D. Peoples-
Stokes, Erie County Deputy County Executive Lisa M. Chimera representing Erie County Executive 
Mark C. Poloncarz, Erie County Legislator Taisha St. Jean Tard, Erie County Legislator Lawrence 
J. Dupre, Buffalo Common Council Majority Leader Leah M. Halton-Pope, Mayor of Niagara Falls 

Robert Restaino, and Minority Leader of the Niagara County Legislature Jeffrey Elder.

Music Curated by DJ Brei
Opening Processional (Ade Jembe Fola, African Drumming Ensemble)

Welcome, Opening Remarks, Sponsor and Past Honoree Acknowledgments
Special Remarks by Mayor, City of Buffalo, Sean Ryan

Program and Pitch Contest Recognition, presented by Dr. Clement Kwakye, Program Coordinator; 
Tamara Zantell, Founder of Raising A Mogul; Zandra Cunningham, Founder of Zandra Beauty; and 

Mekhi Edwards, Host of the 2026 Pitch Contest and Founder of Capture Me Visuals
Featured Performance by Anita Fraiser

Featured Speaker, Kevin “WavyKid Kev” Northington, Young Entrepreneurs of Color 2023 Recipient 
of the Dennis Wilson Jr. Entrepreneurial Spirit Award

On the Rise Recognition Award Presentation
NextGen Excellence Award Presentation

Honoree Recognition
Featured Performance by Chosen One Kye performing “Breaking Out”

Honoree Recognition Continued
2026 Dennis Wilson Jr. Entrepreneurial Spirit Award, presented by Dennis Wilson Jr., Entrepreneur, 

Educator, and Owner of The Oakk Haus Nightclub
Closing Remarks

Hosted by Jada Ivy, Young Entrepreneurs of Color 2024 Honoree and Founder of  Xll XXl

Hosted by Chelsea Lovell, Daytime Buffalo Host at WIVB/WNLO-TV, and Shelden Gibbs, 
CEO of Classic Knot and Young Entrepreneurs of Color 2025 NextGen Award Recipient

Awards Ceremony

Pre-Ceremony Recognition

Program Overview
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How It Started

Our Vision

Why It Matters

How It Grew

Our Mission

Our Story, Mission, and Vision
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Recognition Program

Development Program

Photo and Video Branding Experience

Pitch Contest and Business Readiness

Partnership, Collaboration, and Access to Resources

Our Impact

Real-World Exposure and Ongoing Community

How the Empower716 Young Entrepreneurs 
of Color Initiative Creates Impact
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Empower716 and True Community Development Corporation

Empower716 and True Community 
Development Corporation

Janice McKinnie
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Event Hosts

Chelsea Lovell Shelden Gibbs
Daytime Buffalo Host 
at WIVB/WNLO-TV

Founder of Classic Knot and 
Young Entrepreneurs of Color 
2025 NextGen Award Recipient

Featured Entertainment

The A-Team Ade Jembe FolaAnita Fraiser

Chosen One Kye DJ Brei
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Sponsor
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Sponsor
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Empower716 Program Leadership

Program Coordinator

Dr. Clement Kwakye

Tamara Zantrell

Zandra Cunningham

With Gratitude to Our Collaborative Partners

Thank you for walking alongside us.

Program Facilitators
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We proudly celebrate the youth and young adults who participated in this year’s Empower716 
Young Entrepreneurs of Color Development Program and Pitch Contest experience. 
Through virtual learning, business exploration, mentorship, and courageous participation, 
these emerging leaders demonstrated creativity, commitment, and a willingness to grow. 

Queen Ivy
Kendra Davis
Layla Maryam Haque
Ava Murphy

Amiyah Funderburk
Jy’Ahzhannae Taylor
Anayah Gross
Jazlyn Carson

Saniaa Mitchell
Raven Mullen
Xavier Powell

Lauren McElrath 
Noriah Parris

2026 Program Graduates and Pitch Cohort

2026 Pitch Contest Judges

Oswaldo 
Mestre Jr.
City of Buffalo

Rhalon Bragg
Founder of Legacy Tour, 
Young Entrepreneurs 
of Color 2025 Honoree.

Dr. Deana 
Stevenson
DocDeana 
Enterprises, LLC

DeVale Jackson
KeyBank

Royce Woods
Citizens Bank

Please join us in congratulating the following participants:

Mekhi Edwards
Host of the 2026 Pitch Contest
Young Entrepreneurs of Color 2025 Honoree
Founder of Capture Me Visuals



Page 14  |  Empower716 Young Entrepreneurs of Color Awards Initiative



Empower716 Young Entrepreneurs of Color Awards Initiative  |  Page 15

Special Recognition Awards

On the Rise Recognition Award

NextGen Excellence Award
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Kevin “WavyKid Kev” Northington

“Recipient of the 2026 NextGen Excellence Award”

Featured Speaker
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Xavion Baines

“Recipient of the 2026 On the Rise Award”
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PROUD TO SUPPORT THE NEXT
GENERATION OF WNY ENTREPRENEURS

AND BUSINESS PROFESSIONALS

As Ameriprise , we have the qualifications and knowledge to
help you . We’ll work with you to find the right

financial solutions for your individual needs. Ameriprise Financial is a
longstanding leader in .

Investment products are not insured by the FDIC, NCUA or any federal agency, are not deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by any financial institution, and involve
investment risks including possible loss of principal and fluctuation in value.
Ameriprise Financial cannot guarantee future financial results.
The Compass is a trademark of Ameriprise Financial, Inc.
Investment advisory products and services are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC, a registered investment adviser.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.
© 2026 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

: 8310 Wehrle Dr, Williamsville, NY 14221 
: 716-626-3296

: Anthony.J.Baldi@ampf.com

Sponsor
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Sponsor
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“The Dennis Wilson Jr. Entrepreneurial Spirit Award”

Honoring the Legacy of This Award

Dennis Wilson Jr.

Kevin “WavyKid 
Kev” Northington

Mohamed Maalim Donald Pettaway III
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“Recipient of the 2026 Dennis Wilson Jr. 
Entrepreneurial Spirit Award”

Anayah Gross
God Is Love The Movement
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Sponsor
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Amari Clark
Founder, Momma Bea’s Cuisine

Honoree
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Ava Murphy
Founder of DJ AvaBre

Honoree
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Demetreaus Cooks
Founder, Revision Gallery

Honoree
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Sponsor

SUNY BUFFALO STATE UNIVERSITY

congratulates the  
2026 Empower716 Young  

Entrepreneurs of Color Award Honorees

INSPIRING THE NEXT WAVE 
OF LEADERS.
Proud to support Empower716!

gocanalbank.com
5529 Main Street Williamsville, NY 14221 
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Deliani Abreu
Founder, Botanical Treehouse

Honoree
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Sponsor
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Jy’Ahzhannae Taylor
Founder, Blaze Athletics / Blaze 
Cheerleading

Honoree
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Evan Chisholm
Founder, Evan Cinematix, LLC

Honoree
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Kendra Davis
Founder, Kendra’s Creations

Honoree
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Kevin Suttles III
Founder, SoSimple Clothing

Honoree
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La’Tia Ferguson
Founder, Styled By T

Honoree
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Sponsor

Friends of Empower 716

Supporters of Empower716
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Empower716 Young Entrepreneurs of Color
Celebrating Our Past Honorees

Young Entrepreneurs of Color Honorees

Lynda Brundige
Marie Enterprise LLC

Anita Janice Collins
Saints and Friends, LLC

Anaiyah Marshall
Ni’s DreamLab

George Wiley V
Spray Lab

Elias Torres
Eli Cutz

Eman Wajed
Buffalo Fashion 

Runway

Jaden Martin
Jaden’s Journey

Isaiah Gethers 
IG Entertainment

Mekhi Edwards
Capture Me Visuals

Paulae Pope
UND

Rhalon Bragg
Legacy Tour

Avion Harris
Avion’s Four Season 

Service
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Empower716 Young Entrepreneurs of Color
Celebrating Our Past Honorees

Brenton White
Building with BJ

Chad Williams
dooProcess

Da’monique Hicks
Nailed.By.Nique

Donavon Armprester 
Munchiez

Donte Naylor
Kingofausome

Eric Humphrey
EJ’s Vending & More

Essence Shipp
Essence Lazae Beauty

Jada Ivey
XII XXI

Jaeona Buchanan
Nails by Jaeona

Josiah Ramirez
Holy Gains

Kayson T. Hill
Motivation to $ucceed 

Podcast

Khalil Carr
Everything Wunders 

LLC

Kimorra Owens
Kim’s Crystals & 

Beyond

Laurice Walker
La’Mo Beauty & Spa

Legend Lewis
M.A.D.E by A Legend

LeMoyne Hill
Great4Life
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Empower716 Young Entrepreneurs of Color
Celebrating Our Past Honorees

Madison Nicole 
Bryant-Wagstaff
Madison’s Fabulous 

Creations

Machi Gibbs
Brytelife

Mia Rodwell
Miracles in Autism

Mya-Isabella 
Samuel

Bella’s Study Buddies

Noah Fulton
Why Not Dream LLC

Olivia Brooks
Libby’s Lemonade 

Stand

Riya Michelle
Cocoa Cosmetics

Roderick Brown
Make it A Movie 
Entertainment

Shaniya-Kay Dix
SugaLips by 
Shaniya-Kay

Stephen Forman Jr.
Paulie!

Teah Stevens
Mia Mon Amour

Madeline Little
The Abstract Way Marketing Consultancy

Empower716 Young Entrepreneurs 
of Color Event Coordinator
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Empower716 Planning Committee

Committee Members

Emeritus Committee Members
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Thank You
• Chelsea Lovell
• Shelden Gibbs
• Anita Fraiser
• Blanc Photographie
• Tamara Zantell
• Zandra A. Cunningham
• LMC Photo LLC
• The A-Team
• Empower716 Planning 

Committee
• Crews Control Media LLC
• Insight Communications
• Tony Martin Awards Inc.
• Print Plus
• The Challenger
• True Bethel Baptist Church Staff 

& Volunteers
• Heaven’s Countertop Catering
• Classic Soul Catering LLC
• The Oakk Haus
• Tayrin Tapia / Latinas Evolving
• Sharon Martin

• Signature Events by Ola
• C.2moro LLC
• Dennis Wilson Jr.
• The Abstract Way Marketing 

Consultancy
• DJ Brei
• Ade Jembe Fola
• Chosen One Kye
• Anya Rodriguez
• Seneca One Tower
• Dr. Clement Kwakye
• Sharpe Shooter Images LLC
• 2026 Pitch Contest Judges
• Blue Images Photos LLC
• Social Yeah
• Villa Maria College
• True Community Development 

Corporation
• RL Experience, LLC Team
• The Exchange at Beverly Gray
• David Rust
• Thomas Beecher Jr.

the local, county, state, and federal levels for their invaluable support 
and presence. We also offer sincere thanks to all collaborative partners, 
parents, families, past honorees, and all other photographers who helped 
capture this event. Your contributions, seen or unseen, helped make 
this event a success. Your support fuels the future of Empower716 and 
the young entrepreneurs we celebrate.




